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It may be said that many of them have
had good years, but there are also many
of them who have not had good years:
some of them young farmers who have
not had an opportunity to accumulate any
reserves. However, I can assure the House
that we will do our best, with the back-
ing of the community, and I hope with
the backing of the Opposition, to resolve
the drought problems as best we can. Let
us all hope it rains and that the drought
will not get worse. Let us all hope that
farmers will be able to carry on at least
until the drought breaks, when they will
again be able to earn their own income.

Therefore, I oppose this amendment,
moved by the member for Victoria Park,
as being unjustified in both the points
that have been laid down in it.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr. I.
W. Manning.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SlIR DAVID BRAND (Gireenough-
Premier) [6.1 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m., Wednesday, the 27th
August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.2 p.m.

Wednesday, the 27th August, 10939

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

SUPPLY BILL
Assent

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. DROUGHT
Commonwealth Assistance

The Hon. R. H. C, STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:

In view of the recent reports
from the Federal Parliament in-
dicating that sympathetic con-
sideration would be given to any
application from the Western
Australian Government for
drought relief in this State, and
in view of the extremely dis-
astrous situation which is becom-
ing critical in farming areas, will

the Government give urgent con-
sideration to submitting an im-
mediate application for drought
relief ?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
The honourable member was
good enough to indicate to me
that he intended to ask this
question. The answer is as
follows:-

The Government is f ully
aware of the Commonwealth
policy of assisting States to
finance drought relief mea-
sures, and will submit an
application when a rea son-
able estimate can be made of
the cost of the relief mea-
sures already commenced by
the Government.

2. WOOL EXPORTERS ROYAL
COMMISSION

Position of Commercial Banking
Company of Sydney Ltd.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Justice:
(1) Is it a fact that at some stage of

the Royal Commission into Wool
Exporters Pty. Ltd. the then
State Manager of the Commercial
Banking Company of Sydney
Ltd. (Mr. J. H. Wilson) attended
the Royal Commission?

(2) After such an attendance, would
not this fact be sufficient to sub-
poena him at any future sit-
tings?

(3) Would it be a fair assumption
that his transfer from this State
after this attendance was designed
by the bank to prevent his giv-
ing evidence if subsequently called
upon by the commissioner at any
future sitting?

(4) Would not the preceding ques-
tions indicate contempt of the
Royal Commission by the Coin-
mercial Banking Company of
Sydney Ltd.?

(5) In view of the Royal Commnis-
sioner's comments and criticism
of this bank, as detailed on pages
'72 to 77 inclusive of the report,
has the Government power to take
action against this hank-
(a) on behalf of all the creditors

involved in the failure of the
particular wool company con-
cerned: and

(b) if not, could the Minister
indicate why, and what re-
course is open to the said
creditors?
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(6) Has the Government power to
take action against this bank for
contempt of the Royal Commis-
sion-
(a) by withdrawing the Bank's

license to operate in West-
ern Australia; and

(b) by requesting the Associated
Banks to debar it from
membership?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Information was received at 1
p.m. today that the honourable
member intended to ask this
question without notice. I did
not get the actual question until a
quarter to three, due to the fact
that I was attending a luncheon.
My departmental officers endeav-
oured to gather some of the in-
formation sought by the honour-
able member, but insufficient time
was available. I am therefore
obliged to ask the honourable
member to Put the question on
the notice paper. I would also
ask you. Mr. President, to have a
look at the question because I
regard some parts of it as being
not admissible.

The PRESIDENT: Very well. I will
look at the questions asked by
The Bon. J. M. Thomson. and I
will give my ruling later.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Thank
you, Sir. Perhaps I could say that
I regard parts (3) and (4) as be-
ing inadmissible.

QUESTIONS (6): ON NOTICE
EDUCATION

Inquiries by, Government-appointed
Committees

The I-on. R. F. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Mines:
(1) What inquiries into education in

this State are currently being con-
ducted by Government-appointed
committees?

(2) What is the membership of these
committees?

(3) What are their terms of refer-
ence?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) (a) Inquiry into tertiary educa-

Lion being conducted by the
Tertiary Education Commis-
sion.

(b) Investigation by a departmen-
tal committee of the needs of
education up to the comple-
tion of secondary schooling,
and for the education of
teachers.

(2) (a) Tertiary Education Comrnls-
sion-

Professor C. Sanders (Chair-
man),

Sir Stanley Prescott,
Mr. H. W. Dettman,
Dr. H. S. Williams,
Dr. K. Tregonning,
Mr. C. C. Adams.

(b) Director-General of Educa-
tion,
Director of Special Services,
Superintendent of research
and planning,
Two representatives from each
of the W.A. Federation of
Parents and Citizens' Associ-
ations and W.A. State School
Teachers' Union, who will be
called in on a consultative
basis.

(3) (a)
No.

and (b) See Tabled Paper
81.

EDUCATION
New Teaching Methods

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON
the Ministe~r for Mines:

asked

Further to my question of the
30th April, 1969. referring to new
teaching methods-
(a) how many seminars have been

conducted for teachers em-
ployed in the new design
primary schools;

(b) how many teachers attended
the seminars:

(c) how many teachers are em-
ployed in the schools; and

(d) what other measures have
been taken to assist teachers
to adapt their teaching meth-
ods to the new schools?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) No seminars have been held

specifically for such teachers.
(b) Answered by (a).
(c) 27.
(d) In-service conferences are

stressing teaching methods for
individual and small group in-
struction. Superintendents,
who have had seminars on
teaching techniques in the new
design schools, give constant
advice. The research branch
has Investigated techniques
that can be used and is pre-
paring a handbook on the
Purposes and uses of the new
design.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Noise Hazards in Industry)

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware that-

(a) a survey of operations at the
Zinc Corporation Limited and
New Broken Hill Consolidated
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Limited has clearly demon-
strated the existence of noise
hazards due to the operation
of mining; and

(b) mining engineers do not hold
any hope of any significant
reduction of the occupational
noise hazard in the industry?

(2) Will the Government follow the
example of New South Wales and
make workers' compensation
available to employees in indus-
try in Western Australia who have
become Permanently deaf due to
industrial noise?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) The engineers held little hope
of achieving a significant
degree of noise reduction by
engineering methods.

(2) This is a matter for the Min-
ister for Labour.
The Minister for Labour advises
that, as Previously indicated in
reply to a question from the Hon.
Member on the 12th September,
1968, the question of compensation
for deafness resulting from indus-
trial noise was included in the sub-
missions made to a widely repre-
sentative committee appointed to
review the provisions of the Work-
ers' Compensation Act. The com-
mittee's report is to hand and the
recommendations are under con-
sideration.

4 OCCUPATIONAL NOISE
SURVEY

Inclusion of Nickel mining
The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Health:

With reference to the Occupat-
ional Noise and Hearing Loss Sur-
vey being conducted at the various
mines--
(a) have any surveys been made

since 1966 at the various
shafts; and

(b) if so-
(i) has icambalda been in-

cluded in the survey;
(ii have other mines in the

process of developing for
nickel mining, been in-
cluded in the surveys;

and
(III) if so, what are the shafts

included?
The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON replied:

(a) Yes.
(b) (i) Yes.

(ii Not yet.
(III) Answered by (ii).

5. This question was postponed until
Wednesday, the 3rd September.

6. TOWN PLANlNING
Resumptions in Wembley

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Town Planning:

With reference to my question re-
garding proposed resumptions
along Grantham Street, Wemb-
iey-
(a) is the Minister aware that an

application to build shops in
Grantham Street was refused
by the Metropolitan Regional
Planning Authority In 1964 on
the ground that the land
would be required for public
purposes;

(b) is it Intended that people ag-
grieved by that decision, until
it was subsequently revoked,
will be compensated; and

(e) is there any firm arrangement
to eventually widen Gran-
tham Street within the next
15 years?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON (for The
Hon. L. A. Logan) replied:

(a) Yes.
(b) This matter is at present the

subject of discussions between
solicitors for the applicant
and the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

(c) No.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: TENTH DAY
motion

Debate resumed, from the 21st August,
on the following motion by The Hon. J.
Heitman:-

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency:-

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. ft. H. C. STUBBS (South-
East) [4.45 p.m.]: The topics about which
I shall be speaking mostly concern matters
relating to the South-East Province. These
are, of course, farming and mining.

Like the gold industry, the farming in-
dustry is suffering from an extremely un-
fortunate set of circumstances which is
Quite beyond its control and certainly
none of its making. Farmers have been
badly hit by the drought and restricted
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acreages in fanning. The goidmining in-
dustry is also suffering from a drought in
mining because of the poor price of gold.
It is fortunate that nickel mining and
exploration is going ahead speedily and
satisfactorily, and this applies morq par-
ticularly in the South-East Province.

The most important matter which con-
cerns Western Australia, and indeed the
whole of Australia, at the moment, is the
disastrous drought we are experiencing. As
members are aware, there is a shortage of
feed and of water and this has resulted
in considerable stock losses. The price of
stock has been badly affected and the
wheat prospects are certainly not bright.

Th~e drought to which I have referred
is being felt all over the country and, no
doubt, it is also having its impact in the
city area and all over Australia generally.
Most of the South-East Province is
affected by these conditions and the shires
of Merredin, Westonia, and Southern
Cross, and adjacent districts, are all having
an exceedingly bad time because of the
drought conditions that are being ex-
perienced.

To accentuate this unfortunate situa-
tion we are now faced with low wheat
prices on the world market. When good
seasons return It will be very difficult for
farmers to recover quickly, because the
drought will have had a most serious im-
pact which, no doubt, will result in stock
losses and the eventual introduction of a
quota system. Apart from this, a number
of farmers who have borrowed money to
plant certain acreages will be badly bit,
because the money they have borrowed
will not be working for them.

As most members know, sheep are dy-
ing in their hundreds; the sale yards are
overstocked and the whole picture is a
gloomy one. It is indeed a sad state of
aff airs.

In many shires drought areas have been
declared, and we must ensure that feed is
readily available to feed the sheep that
need it. we have heard all sorts of criti-
Dism, and all kinds of recommendations
as to what should have been done and
what has not been done in regard to
assisting the fanner, but I should have
bhought the powers that be and the people
who represent the farmers In Australia,
would have had their fingers on the pulse of
;hings and been able to forecast to a
.ertain degree the fall in the price of
wheat.

private enterprise seems, generally, to be
,able to forecast any movements in the
world market, particularly when these
aff ect private enterprise, and, as a result,
.t is usually ready to meet the position. To
ne the situation is most puzzling, to say
bhe least.

There are in excess of 3,000,000,000
)eople in the world today who require to
)e fed, and while not all of them eat wheat

the Position is still certainly alarming. At
this point I would say that the people who
do not eat wheat should be educated to
do so. We should make available anything
we possibly can in the way of credits and
loans, in an endeavour to get our wheat
onto the world market. There is a great
deal of malnutrition in the world today
and if it were not so tragic the whole set-
up would be quite ludicrous.

It is my opinion that the trade comi-
missioners and the Governments concerned
should have done more to help the wheat
farmers to find other markets because,
after all is said and done, all Govern-
ments in the past have come home on the
farmer's back. The farming community
has certainly provided a, wonderful over-
seas balance of payments over the years,
on which all Governments have come to
depend.

I was interested to read the figures for
1968 which were contained in a booklet
issued by the Chamber of Mines. These
figures certainly show the decline in gold
Production. In 1968, 2,307,737 long tons
were treated for 515,950 oz. This went
to 4.7 dwt. and 3,877 men were employed.
The last time when figures were in any
way comparable was during the war-26
years ago-when there was a shortage of
manpower and a shortage of supplies. It
is interesting to note that at that time the
Norseman mine produced enough silver
to keep the allied forces going in coinage;
but the figures do show, to Put it crudely,
that golimining has had it.

Unfortunately that will be the position
until the price of gold rises. It was an-
nounced this month that the Great Boul-
der mine would be closing after 75 years
in operation. The mill will cease to
function in regard to gold and will be
treating nickel.. I do not think that 'will
make very much difference to Kalgoorlie,
because the men Will be able to obtain
employment. The mill will be upgraded
for the treatment of nickel.

During the life of this mine it averaged
94,000 fine ounces per annumn for 75
years; and in October it will be changing
over to nickel. Although gold mining is
now In the doldrums, I think approximate-
ly $600,000,000 worth of gold has been
obtained from the Golden Mile, which is
a strip of country two miles long and one
mile wide. During this period the State's
gold Yield was $11,000,000,000. I think we
can claim that the foundation on which
Western Australia was built was the dis-
covery of gold. Western Australia was
discovered in 1829 and up to 1893-64
years later-there were only 65,000 people
in the State, but after gold was discovered,
nine years later, the population grew to
213,000. Therefore the State was built on
gold and the other essential industries
followed. In 1969 we have to look to nickel
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to keep the goldfields and other mining
areas going. That will be the position
until the Price of gold is raised.

We now have what is known as a two-
tier system of international Payment on
the world's markets. It is also called
paper gold or special drawing rights. One
can call it what one likes, but one of these
days some of these countries will lose faith
in paper and gold will come into its own
as there will be a world shortage.

Gold is being used in ever-increasing
quantities by industry. To give some idea
of the position, Japan has decided to im-
port 40 tons of gold during the 1969 fin-
ancial year, 30 tons of which are scheduled
for consumption by domestic industries,
leaving 10 tons to be added to reserves.
In all the pap~ers and articles I have read,
this seems to be the trend everywhere-
more and more gold is going into industry
than is used for bolstering up reserves.

On the bright side, we have nickel min-
Ing and exploration, and shafts are being
sunk everywhere. Besides Kambalda, a
shaft is being sunk at Nepean, 20 miles
out of Coolgardie. This will certainly
help the town of Coolgardie. The shaft
is being sunk to a depth of 850 feet and
diamond drilling is being carried out.
Shafts are also being sunk at Widgiemool-
tha, Higginsville, Scotia, and the interest-
ing area of Carr Boyd Rocks.

This brings me to the history of the Carr
Boyd Range and the Carr Boyd rocks that
have been named after the explorer and
prospector, William Carr Boyd. In 1880 he
headed an expedition from Queensland to
Halls Creek in search of gold. After that,
in 1892, he headed an expedition from
Geraldton to Mt. Magnet and down to
Goongarrie.

There is an interesting story I can re-
late. Mr. Carr Boyd married a Victorian
girl and his family consisted of two daugh-
ters, one named Wanda, and the other
named Couta. The story goes that when
gold cut out at Halls Creek, Mr. Carr Boyd
and a native went east towards the South
Australian border. He ran out of water
and he sucked plant leaves in order to get
it. However, as a result of this he was
poisoned and became unconscious. The
next thing he remembered was the native
boy with water saying, "Wanda couta.
Water drink." It was because of this that
his daughters came to be named Wanda
and Couta. I thought that was something
the House might be interested to know,

Before leaving the subject of mining, I
would like to ask the Minister to watch the
position very closely in regard to week-end
prospectors. I am not criticising the
magistrate for his decision in connection
with the Mining Act, but prospectors do
have to man leases the same as everybody
else, and I would like the Minister to watch
the position because full-time prospectors

are very few and it will be the weeken
prospectors who will keep mining goin,,
Therefore, I would like the Minister,
necessary, to amend the Act to allo'
weekend prospectors to hold their lease;

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: r am watchin
the position.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Thank yoi
Members will recall that I have aske
many questions and made many speechE
in regard to health hazards to peopl
working in the mining, smelting, an
nickel industries. We winl have a nick(
refinery, and later on we hope to have
smelter. Therefore, during the last fe'
months, I have been endeavouring to gc
as much information as possible fror
other places in regard to the ocCupatlom
hazards created by mining and smeltin
of nickel ores.

The main country from which I hay
been able to obtain information is Canach
I quote from a letter dated the 22n
January, from the United Steelworkers c
America, Sudbury, Ontario, as follows:-

Our district produces 35 per cen
of the world's nickel. We have 1
operating mines at the time plus tw,
large smelters and refineries. Preser
expansion plans call for the openin
of six more mines. our memibershi
varies between 16 and 17 thousand.

In answer to your first question. re
garding industrial diseases, we are E
the present time, waging an all om
battle against sulphur dioxide, carbo
monoxide, oxides of nitrogei
ammonia, flue dust and many other
toxic gases, too numerous to mentioi

We have a high rate of lung canle(
and other respiratory ailments.

I have another letter from the same sourc
which is dated the 28th April, 1909. I wi
not read all of it but will quote seven.
paragraphs as follows:-

In regards to lung cancer, and otht
occupational diseases, yes, we have
very serious problem in this area.

It is a recognised fact that we ha%
the highest death rate among the ma.
population in Canada, from heart an
cancer, the average age is fifty fih
years, the lowest in Canada, we beliei
this is caused by the working enviror
ment in this district.

It is an accepted fact that our sine
ters spew a million tons of sulphur d
oxide into the atmosphere annuallyE
a result of this, our countryside lool
like the surface of the moon, our Jak4
and rivers have been polluted to t1
extent that Practically all marine i:
is non-existent in the immediate vicir
its'.

Yes, we have a pension plan, it
non contributory by the employees,
is based on a $6.00 x years of servie
I will send you a COPY of our pensic
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Plan, our collective agreement, the
Workmen's Compensation Act, the In-
dustrial Safety Act and our Mining
Act.

If a man works for 20 years in the industry
his Pension will be 20 times $6. He re-
ceives that amount every month when he
retires. As a matter of interest, it has been
estimated that 6,000 of the 10,000 miners
who have worked in the United States'
uranium mines will die of lung cancer.
The American Public Health Association
was recently given this information, and
it is rather startling. This cause of cancer
has now been recognised and compensa-
tion is paid to the widows of the men who
have died. However, it took 13 years to
Convince the powers that be that lung
cancer could result from uranium mining.

The point is that we have plenty of evi-
dence of nasal and lung cancer in areas
connected with the mining and treating
of nickel. Perhaps our methods are more
up to date and are different from those
used in America, but the fact remains
that we will have to be very wary of the
position. It will be most unfair if there
is no compensation for people who con-
tract this disease.

We were told, years ago, that no harm
could be caused by asbestos but it is now
history that many people are suffering
from asbestosis which is usually followed
by lung cancer. Nasal and lung cancer is
prevalent among the workers in nickel
refineries and treatment plants.

I also have here an article which was
reprinted from the Journal of Occu pa-
tional Medicine, volume 9, of the 3rd
March, 1967. The article was published
by the Homner Medical Division of Harper
& Row in the United States of America.
The article is headed, "Nickel: A Review
of Its Occupational Health Aspects." It
is written by Ernest Mastromatteo, a doc-
tor in Canada, who is chief of the Occupa-
tional Health Service of the Ontario De-
partment of Health. The article reads as
follows:-

Ontario has large deposits of nickel
ore in the Sudbury area and from
these produces about 70 per cent. of
the free world's consumption of nickel.
Because of this, the occupational
health aspects involved in mining and
refining nickel ores and in the indus-
trial use of nickel alloys and nickel
compounds assumes special importance
for us in Ontario.

It is quite a lengthy article so I will read
out only the remarks which appertain to
the health aspect. Another Paragraph
reads--

Nickel carbonyl (Ni(CO)4 is pre-
pared by treating finely divided metal-
lic nickel with carbon monoxide. Sul-
fur acts as a catalyst for this reaction.
The Mond refining process makes use

of this carbonyl to produce highly re-
fined nickel. Nickel carbonyl is very
toxic.

Kincaid et al. suggested 0.04 ppm
as the maximum allowable concentra-
tion for nickel carbonyl to prevent
acute effects, but because of its impli-
cation with lung cancer, a threshold
limit value of 0.001 ppm has been
established by the Threshold Limit
Values Committee of the American
Conference of Governmental Hygien-
ists.

Reference is then made to nickel derma-
titis, which reads as follows:-

Balmer and MacKenzie studied
"nickel rash" in Ontario nickel refin-

ery workers, and they found that heat
and moisture were the most important
contributing factors.

Fisher and Shapiro noted that nickel
was a common cause of allergic ccze-
mnatous contact dermatitis and that
more cases of skin trouble became ap-
parent with the wider use of nickel.
They re-examined 40 patients with
nickel sensitivity and found that 36 of
them were still sensitive to it on
patch-testing 2-17 years after the ori-
ginal diagnosis.

Certain respiratory effects have
been reported among workers exposed
to nickel fumes and dust but such
reports are clouded by concomitant
exposure to other substances.

Cases of acute pneumonitis as a
result of exposure to nickel fumes
have been described.

They were described by Fisher and Shapiro
under the heading, "Respiratory Cancer
in Nickel Refinery Workers." The article
reads as follows:-

The production of nickel by the
gaseous carbonyl process began at a
refinery in Wales in 1902. The plant
was the first of its kind in the world.
In 1932 Bridge reported 10 cases of
cancer of the interior of the nose that
had occurred at this refinery after
1923.

Amor, at that time the medical
officer of the nickel refinery, under-
took a complete medical survey. In
1938 he reported that 21 workers en-
gaged in extracting and refining cop-
Per and nickel had developed cancer
of the respiratory tract.

Bradford Hill, after a statistical In-
vestigation in 1939, concluded that
there was a large excess of deaths
from cancer-almost entirely among
Process workers-aRt two main sites,
the lung and the nose.

In Great Britain, however, cancer
of the lung and nose was not made
a Prescribed disease (i.e., coynpen-
sable) until 1949. This occurred after
Barrett, in his annual report for 1948,
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again drew attention to the increase in
these cancers among nickel refinery
workers.

For the period 1923-1948, 47 cases
of nasal cancer and 72 of lung cancer
were reported from the Welsh nickel
refinery.

The official inclusion of nickel as an
industrial carcinogen in Great Britain
was clearly expressed in the list of
prescribed diseases.

Subsequent experience at the Welsh
refinery, brought up to date in a series
of articles in 1958 by Morgan, Doll,
and Williams, confirmed the earlier
observations. Doll noted that for the
years 1948-1956 "the risk of nickel
workers dying from lung cancer was
approximately five times 'normal'-

I emphasise: five times the normal. To
continue-

-and for the same Period their
risk of dying from nasal cancer was
150 times normal".

Morgan reported that there were
131 cases of lung cancer and 61 of
nasal cancer among nickel refiners
for the period 1923 to 1957.

And so the article continues. Different
authorities have examined people and
have come to the same conclusion. People
working in the nickel industry have a far
greater risk of dying froni cancer than
other ordinary members of the Population.

In Norway it has been found that there
is an increase in respiratory cancer among
furnace workers in a Norwegian nickel
refinery. A man had worked for 10 years
at the roasting furnaces, and had been
away from nickel exposure for eight years.
Despite that long period without exposure
the nickel in his lungs was found to be
between 1,000 parts per million, and 2,800
parts per million.

In Germany, Rockstroh found the same
thing happening to German workers ex-
posed to dust and fumes. The same oc-
curred in Russia where it has been
proved that nickel causes nasal and lung
cancer. These reports are coming from
all over the world. The article con-
tinues-

All deaths from sinus cancer
occurred since 1946 in workers em-
ployed before 1934. Furnace workers
showed the greatest risk. Those with
3 years or more exposure had a death
rate from sinus cancer 200 times
greater than "normal" rate (which is
less than 1:100,000 in the general
population).

Quite a lot more has been written on the
same subject by the same authorities. It
can virtually be concluded that nickel is

a hazard to health. The article con-
tinues-

The risk of death from lung cancer
in nickel process workers is about 2.25
times greater than "normal" (3.6
times for furnace workers with 3 Years
or more of exposure).

The I-on. F. J. S. Wise: Has this been
acknowledged in Australia as a possible
result of the industry?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBEBS: I do not
think it has been acknowledged, as far as
I can find out, in Western Australia.
That is why I am bringing the matter to
the notice of the House. We should be
aware of these problems and should not
take the industry for granted.

The Hon. Gi. C. MacKinnon: The prob-
lems would, of course, vary with the
methods used.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Yes, but
the nickel carbonyl process will be used in
refining in Western Australia. I believe
that if that is so then this gas is deadly, and
the ventilation and exhaust systems will
have to be absolutely perfect and up to the
mark. As I have said, the standards com-
mittee gave a very low reading of 0.001
parts per million as a threshold limit.

The article to which I have referred
names 43 people, and groups of people,
who have gone into or studied the occupa-
tional hazards associated with the refining
of nickel. The information comes from all
Parts of the world and I think it should
certainly be taken notice of.

As a matter of interest, the authorities
in Canada do things very well. They have
sent to me an industrial safety booklet
which deals with all sorts of jobs and
occupations, and safety measures. etc.
You name it, Mr. President, it is in this
booklet. The authorities in Canada also
sent me a copy of The Workmen's Com-
pensation Act which, for the benefit of
the Minister for Health and the Minister
for Mines, includes the Payment of coia-
Pensation for hearing loss due to noise.
The booklet also encourages a hearing
conservation programme.

I have another booklet which is the
equivalent of our Mining Act and our
Mines Regulation Act, and it is a very
good book. All this information is issued
to the people working in the mines.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: In some people's
opinion, if it is equivalent to our Mining
Act, it is archaic.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: That is
a matter of opinion. I also have another
booklet on the Construction Safety Act and
it deals with mine working, scaffolding,
and excavation safety regulations. It also
sets out first-aid procedure and it is very
interesting. Another book I have is
a safety manual published by the Educa-
tion and Welfare Department of the
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United Steelworkers of America. The
book sets out every emergency a worker
is likely to meet, and explains to the
worker what to do. It also sets out the
name of every gas which the workers are
likely to comne up against.

The Ron. J. Dolan: Any parliamentary
gas?

The Ron. R. H. C. STUBBS: Of course,
that gas can always be fixed up one way
or the other.

The Ron. F. J1. S. Wise: Some of it is
fairly lethal.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: I also have
a copy of the Collective Bargaining Agree-
ment. I think such an agreement might
have a great deal of merit in our set-up.

I have another interesting booklet which
is issued to shop stewards and committee-
men. It deals with wage rates, a pension
plan, and the agreement. Regarding the
pension plan it states-

An employee retiring on a Normal
Service Retirement or a Late Service
Retirement shall, subject to the pro-
visions of Section V1, be entitled to
receive a monthly pension for life
equal to the product resulting from
multiplying six dollars ($6) by his
years of employment with Pay up to
the date of his retirement.

it would be a great thing if industries
here could start a pension plan. It would
certainly be of considerable benefit to
those engaged in the nickel industry.
Several industries in Australia which have
had pension plans have found that they
have never had a strike on their hands;
they cannot even get rid of any of their
employees.

The goldmining industry has never done
anything about a pension plan and, of
course, the men are leaving that industry.
The goldmining industry Is finding diffi-
culty in getting employees, and in my view
a pension plan such as the one to which
I have just referred has a great deal of
merit.

I would now like to refer to another
subject and what I am about to quote
should make Mr. Clive Griffiths happy
because it shows that pollution exists in
other places as well as in Western Aus-
tralia. This quote deals with pollution in
Toronto and it is headed "Says Inco Stack
Will Eliminate Vegetation Loss." The
report states that a 1,250-foot stack is
being installed at the International Nickel
Company's Canada plant. The article
goes on-

The Health Minister said Thursday
the stack will bring pollution from
the smelter to a level lower than that
recognised as safe by the Department
of Health.

Another article refers to an oil company
taking pains to forestall pollution. This
company is building a new $50,000,000 Plant
and Is installing $4,000,000-worth of pol-

lution control equipment. Monitoring de-
vices will also be installed to make daily
checks on smoke and liquid wastes. In
addition, Government inspections will take
Place once a month and this will act as
a double check. The largest stack will be
200 feet high and it will have blowers to
force the smoke another 100 feet into the
air. All the water used In the manufac-
turing process will never leave the plant.
It will be pumped into two ponds, cover-
lng an area, of 250 acres, where it will
remain stagnant until impurities settle on
the bottomn. Then the water will be
pumped back into the plant for re-use.

A further article is headed, "New Drive
on Pollution by Pulp Mills." There are
42 pulpo and paper mills in Canada and
Thomas Bell, the president of a paper
company in Canada, said it would cost his
company $25,000,000 to clean up pollution
at its Ontario plants. He also said it
could cost $100,000,000 to clean up indus-
trial pollution from pulp and paper plants
in Ontario.

Those references prove that we in West-
ern Australia will have to do something
about the problem of pollution before it
gets out of hand. A further article states
that pollution is inevitable but steps can
be taken to preserve the natural heritage.
It goes on to state that the United States
of America is already spending $10,000,000
a year on pollution control. As I said, it
is essential that we should do something
in this State before the position gets out
of hand; because big money is involved in
trying to do something after big industrial
concerns have become established. How-
ever, it appears that the monitoring de-
vices which were referred to in those
newspaper articles will improve the situa-
tion and, who knows, we may he able to
install similar devices in this State.

I am sure members would be dis-
appointed if I did not mention something
about industrial noise. I do not have to
remind them that I have urged the pay-
ment of compensation for deafness caused
by noise at work. I have been doing 'that
since I became a member, in 1962, but so
far without any result. I have asked many
questions on the subject and I moved a
motion in connection with it. Almost every
time I have spoken in this House I have re-
ferred to the matter so maybe members
would not like to hear me mention the sub-
ject again. However, although I always
seem to be picking up something new on
the subject, apparently because my voice is
sof t the Ministers do not hear what I
have to say about compensation. There-
fore I am not getting anywhere.

The Hon, 0. C. Macsinnon: That is
not quite right. A committee has just
reported on compensation but as yet 1
do not know what is in the report.

The H-on. R. H. C. STUBBS: Some of
these committees report on various matters
year after year. They become Kathleen
Mavourneen committees.
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The Hon. G. C. MvacKinnon: The report
has been submitted and it is being con-
sidered. However, I have not seen it yet.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Would it
be possible to have a look at it?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You will
get a look at it in due course.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUT1BS: And I sup-
pose we will get compensation in due
course.

The Hon. J. Dolan: It is overdue now.
The Hon. R. H. C. SrTBES: I should

like to refer to a newspaper article which
reads as follows:-

Noise is a menace. But the quiet
voices warning us against noise are
smothered by the deafening claims
that we have nothing to fear.

Further on it states-
Doctor Alan Bell, of the World

Health Organisation panel on occupa-
tional health, says that "prolonged ex-
posure to noise produces varying
degrees of inner ear damage."

Too much noise can cause a jump in
job accidents.

Alan Carpenter, of the British
Medical Research Council has Pointed
to studies which show that noise over
go decibels increases "iability to
error."

T. F. Rodger, professor of psycholo-
gical medicine at Glasgow University,
has produced evidence that mental
illness can at least be worsened by
noisy living conditions.

A recent issue of Unesco "Courier"
shows that noises of 1.50-160 decibels
have killed rats, causing spasms and
paralysis before dying.

Two U.S. doctors--J. D. Dougherty,
of Harvard, and D. 1. Welsh, of Boston
-say industrial studies show that
continued exposure to a level of S0
decibels can bring about loss of hear-
ing.

Dr. Murray C. Brown, chief of the
Occupational Health Programme of
the U.S. Public Health Service, says
noise on the job is a serious problem.

And so the article goes on, and one could
keep quoting from newspapers. Even in
Sydney, a well-known solicitor said that
although the Workers' Compensation Act
does provide for monetary compensation
for injuries attributable to noise he thinks
that people would agree that prevention is
better than cure. He goes on to state-

At the present, there seems no
guaranteed cure for this injury, and
hence prevention seems to be of major
importance.

He goes on further to say-
In my experience in interviewing a

large number of employees, I find
that there does not appear to be any

attempt made to reduce the noise level
of machines working underground, or
any research carried out by manufac-
turers of machines with a view to re-
ducing- the noise level of such
machines when operating.

The Hon. Q. C. MacKinnon: It might be
difficult to arrange compensation for self
employed drummers in a pop band. That
would be a job and a half, would it not?

The Hon. R, H. C. STUBBS: Those who
work in drums are self employed! A symn-
posium on noise in industry was held at
the University of Adelaide on the 28th and
29th February, 1968. it was sponsored
by the Departments of Public Health and
Labour and Industry in that State, in col-
laboration with the University of Adelaide.
A receg nised world authority on industrial
noise-Dr. Aram Glorig of America-was
present. He spoke on hearing conserva-
tion programmes and pre-employment
audiometry, and said that if these pro-
grammes and so on were put into eff ect
there would be no deafness anid, therefore,
no compensation for hearing loss,

I would like to Quote from pages 27 and
28 of volume two of the report. Dr.
Glorig , who, as I said, is a world authority,
said-

The other thing I would like to say,
which I neglected to say in my own
talk and should have, is that most of
You who are industrialists are sitting
there thinking that a hearing con-
servation programme is a good excuse
to get a lot of compensation cases
started. I know that every company
and particularly every management
and especially legal people that have
much to do with industry will say that
we don't want to do this because if we
do we will start a flood of claims. We
call. this the ostrich syndrome for they
would rather let sleeping dogs lie. I
have heard these terms used in re-
spect to this because they are afraid
of the number of cases that might
occur.

This section is important-
I stand before You after some 15

years of experience in this particular
thing, having studied hearing conser-
vation programmes in many many in-
dustries throughout the U.S.A., and I
can say categorically that there never
has been to my knowledge a single
compensation claim filed as a result
of such a programme. Don't ask me
why this occurs because I do not know
for the potential is there, but in our
country most cases have occurred in
companies that have refused to do
anything about the Problem, and not
in companies that have done some-
thing about it.
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On page 85. Dr. M. Glick of the Joint
Coal Board of New South Wales had this
to say-

Now the problem of noise induced
deafness is comparable with dust-
induced pneumoconiosis in mining. It
is an occupational injury. We in the
New South Wales coal industry have
learnt through the years, that to avoid
workers' suspicion and prevent the in-
troduction and perpetuation of mis-
conceptions about what is and what is
not there at this level , be it dust or
noise, we collaborate with the unions,
engage in open discussions with them
and obtain their co-operation.

Alan Q. Cumpston, the Chief Medical
Officer for the Zinc Corporation, Limited,
New Broken Hill Consolidated Limited,
and the Southern Power Corporation Pty.
Limited, presented a paper to the sympo-
sium in which he stated-

A noise level survey of the opera-
tions at The Zinc Corporation,
Limited and New Broken Hill Con-
solidated Limited demonstrated the
existence of noise hazards at these two
mines. Hearing tests of supervisors
and daily paid employees have con-
firmed the existence of noise induced
hearing loss in a significant number
of those tested. It was clearly evident
that a hearing conservation pro-
gramme should be implemented.

Since the mining engineers held
little hope of achieving a significant
degree of noise reduction by engineer-
ing methods a programme of hearing
conservation was implemented, con-
sisting of education at all levels con-
cerning the noise hazard, provision of
hearing protec "tion and the use of
audiometry to monitor the effects of
exposure to intense noise.

Further on he said-
Concern about noise and industrial

deafness was first expressed by the
Zinc Corporation, Limited and New
Broken Hill Consolidated Limited late
in 1959. The Commonwealth Acoustic
Laboratories were consulted in June,
1960 , . .

As a result of tests conducted by an officer
of that section, Dr. Cumpston goes on to
say that operations, both underground
and on the surface were excessively noisy.
He further states-

He also tested the hearing of 48
underground supervisors and found
that the majority had a significant
degree of industrial deafness. Eleven
of them had more than 45 db. hearing
loss in both ears at 4X00 Hz with a
sufficient associated loss at the lower
frequencies to produce socially recog-
nisable deafniess.

Further on he says--
Noise control is difficult and expen-

sive. To obtain satisfactory reduc-
tion of the noise from a rockdr ill the
sound power output from the mach-
ine must be reduced by 99%-an
almost impossible task.

It is obvious that noise cannot be subdued;
therefore the companies concerned, in
collaboration with the workers, will need
to undertake hearing conservation pro-
grammes.

The companies will have to issue ear
plugs and muffs. However, as I have said
before, the important thing is to test a
man's hearing before he is employed in a
mine. Just as miners now have a yearly
test for their general health so they should
have a yearly check for deafness. In that
way a man's hearing loss can be tested.

When a man does become deaf it is
only fair that he should be granted com-
pensation. I think the answer to the
problem is an effective hearing conserva-
tion programme, because Dr. alonig said
that when a worker does not suffer any
hearing loss he is not entitled to any
compensation.

I now wish to speak on a matter that
has been concerning me for years; that
is, the inflammability of children's cloth-
ing, particularly night attire. I am ex-
tremely disappointed that no legislation
has been introduced to prevenit the sale
of inflammable clothing for children. I
first spoke on this matter on the 10th
August, 1966, at which time I conducted
demonstrations on various articles of
clothing, showing those that would burn
readily and those that would not. I also
conducted demonstrations outside the
House for the benefit of reporters. I had
purchased some materials myself from
various retail stores, asking, for my own
information, the female shop assistants
their opinions on various materials, al-
though I will admit that my purchases
of each fabric were not very great.

I am, therefore, disappointed that no-
thing has been done, and that is why I
asked questions on the subject the other
day. A question asked in the Common-
wealth Parliament in regard to infiam-
mable children's clothing reads as fol-
lows:-

Will the Government sponsor legis-
lation to Prevent children's clothing
being made from inflammable
material?

The answer to that question was--
Except within its own Territories,

and except in relation to articles in-
tended for export, the Commonwealth
has no power to make laws regulat -
ing the manufacture of articles of
clothing. Any legislation of the kind
mentioned by the honourable member
would necessarily therefore be a
matter for the States.
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Another question on the subject asked In
the Commonwealth Parliament reads as
follows:-

What action does the Government
propose to take to prevent the im-
partation of highly inflammable chil-
dren's clothing.

The following answer was given:-
An import control would not be

effective whilst similar goods may be
manufactured locally and sold with-
out restriction. However, if all States
legislate to prevent the manufacture
and sale of inflammable children's
clothing, the Commonwealth would be
prepared to support the State's action
by introducing similar controls over
imports.

I am also disappointed that those engaged
in the wool industry have not carried out
more research on this subject. After all.
Western Australia-and Australia as a
whole-depends on the production of wool
to a great extent, and there is no doubt
that an article made of wool is the ulti-
mate garment. Manufactured woollen
articles are very attractive, and wool itself
is so light that a woollen garment can be
worn in the summer time. Therefore I
think those interested in the wool industry
have been remiss in not taking greater
steps to promote the sale of wool for
children's night attire, because all our
daily interests and activities are based on
the use of wool in some form or another.
With those few remarks I support the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply.

THE HON. J. 3. GARRIOAN (South-
East) [5.34 p.m.]: I would not be doing
my duty to my constituents, to myself, or
to the members of this House, if I did
not say a few words on the Speech so ably
presented by His Excellency the Governor
on the opening of Parliament. I am not
here to criticise what His Excellency said.
but this evening I wish to deal briefly with
the wheat quota system, which affects
every State in the Commonwealth. My
speech will be brief because I am still suf-
fering from my third bout of influenza.

Every member of this Chamber knows
what the wheat industry has done to pro-
mote the prosperity of Western Australia
and the stabilisation of its economy. For
many years wheat and wool have earned
this State millions of dollars from over-
seas markets. Nobody in this Chamber
or any other part of Australia can deny
that. Over the many years that the gold-
mining industry and the mineral industry
generally were at their lowest ebb-in those
years many mineral deposits were not even
discovered, and minerals were not used to
the same extent as they are today-the pro-
duction of wheat and wool, and from the
pastoral industry, in general, kept Western
Australia on an even economic keel.

It is an old but very true saying that
when the farmers and the pastoralists of
this State have a bad season the whole of
Western Australia has a bad Year, be-
cause the economic condition of our agri-
cultural and pastoral industries is reflected
in the economy of the whole State; that
is, it is reflected in the spending power of
those engaged in industry and in private
enterprise, as well as in that of all the
citizens throughout this State of Western
Australia, of which we are so proud.

One of the worst things that has ever
happened to the wheat industry is the
storage crisis which has been created by
the wheat quota system; and there is no
doubt that those engaged in the industry
and in agriculture, generally, need assist-
ance immediately, not only from the Gov-
erniment of Western Australia, but also
from the Commonwealth Government. I
think we are entitled to rely on the Com-
monwealth Government to do something
for the farmers, the pastoralists, and
others engaged in the rural industry of
Western Australia. As a result of the
policy laid down by that Government,
some of those who form the farming sec-
tor are treading a path of hopelessness.
They do not know where to turn, nor do
they know what the future holds for them.
Further, no guarantee can be offered in
regard to the future of any industry that
is indirectly coupled with the wheat and
wool industry of this State.

In recent years, due to the wheat stabili-
sation scheme, wheat farmers have en-
joyed profitable times and have had the
incentive to grow more wheat, but now
they cannot do so because those countries
which previously imported our product
are growing their own wheat and, perhaps,
producing it more cheaply than we are.
Many of those countries have labour which
is much cheaper than ours and therefore
they can Produce wheat at less cost. Be-
cause of this we must introduce a scheme
whereby we can compete more equitably
with them than we are able to do at pre-
sent. I believe that both the State Gov-
ernment and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should make this an urgent matter.

Under the wheat quota system, primary
producers must be assisted, and not merely
told to reduce production. This season
many farmers, unaware of what was in
store for them, have ordered their sup-
plies of superphosphate and trace ele-
ients, and perhaps have committed them-
selves to the purchase of new machinery,
fencing materials, and more equipment
than they would have done had they
been notified earlier that they were to be
subjected to the wheat quota system. They
are now finding they are unable to sell
their grain and they are told by the State
and Commonwealth Governments that
they must store their surplus production
on their own farms or in their own storage
bins. I regard this as a most retrograde
step.
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I feel that somewhere along the line
the Government and the farmers have
been ill-advised. Within a few short
months farmers have been told that the
wheat quota system will come into opera-
tion and that they can sell only a cer-
tain quantity of their wheat and store only
part of their surplus grain in the wheat
bins of Western Australia. I say to every
member of this Chamber that if producers
in the wine growing industry, the salt in-
dustry, the crayfishing industry, or the
nickel mining industry, had been similarly
placed, they would have been assured of
their overseas markets five years ahead.
However, in the agricultural industry none
of the unfortunate farmers have been so
advised. They are just relying on a myth,
because what they have been promised will
never happen.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not
true.

The I-on. W. F. Willesee: Hear him out.
The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN: In this

Chamber and in another place we have
members who represent districts in this
great State of Western Australia in which
the residents rely for their existence only
on the rural industries. I believe that the
members in this House and in another
place who wear the same political
guernsey as those in the Common-
wealth Government-who wear the same
guernsey as those members who belong to
the Liberal-Country Party Organisation,
which rules every State in Australia to-
day-surely have been given information
by their advisers to let them know the
true position.

We are led to believe that the Farmers'
Union is one of the strongest organisa-
tions in Western Australia and in Austra-
lia as a whole. It is big in numbers and
rich in wealth. Surely the Commonwealth
Government or those responsible for the
introduction of the wheat quota system
could have advised this Organisation of
what was to happen, and the Organisation
could, in turn, have advised its members
in the various agricultural districts. But
no-one was advised about the system, and
we, as Opposition members, would be the
last to know. So it is up to someone to
accept responsibility for the introduction
of the wheat quota system to Australia.
I will conclude my remarks on that matter,
because a member who represents a coun-
try district is to follow me and perhaps
he can advise the House on the subject
better than I can.

I would now like to bring before the
House an important matter which affects
the farming and the pastoral industries:
and I suppose it is of some importance
to every member of this Chamber, irres-
pective of his political colour. We are
experiencing one of the most severe
droughts in this State since the great
drought occurred in 1914. Since 1914 only

a few minor droughts have occurred. It
is quite easy for one to criticise, but it Is
more important for one to find an answer.

In this respect I recall the remarks made
by you, Mr. President, when you were
speaking on the earthquake disaster which
occurred at Meckering. In dealing with
the drought we should follow the words
of advice which you gave on that occasion.
The people concerned should formulate
some scheme under which they pay in a
certain sum each year, so that they can
draw from the fund when an emergency
arises. The people who have been and are
at present affected by drought should
formulate some such scheme which can
be administered by either the Farmers'
Union or a private source.

If those who are suffering from the
effects of the drought at the present time
had contributed to such a scheme they
would not be feeling the severe financial
effects which they are now experiencing.
The severe drought of 1914 and those that
followed in the intervening years should
have been grim reminders to those who
did not think far enough ahead, and who
considered that they would not be the ones
to be affected. These things happen to
all people. I was born on a farm, and I
remember in my young days the great hay-
stacks on the farms, and the practice of
water and fodder conservation; but today,
despite the availability of modern mach-
inery to build larger dams, water conserva-
tion is not made use of adequately. Some
scheme should be formulated to enable
those who could be affected to protect
themselves.

Perhaps I should take up a few more
minutes of the time of members to point
out that the areas represented by Mr.
Stubbs and I-these include some of the
marginal areas of the State, which are
being developed by young settlers who
have gone out to centres like Warralakin,
the southern regions of Southern Cross,
and the Bolt Rock district-are being
developed by settlers who initially went
out into the virgin bush in an effort to
achieve something for themselves and to
gain a certain amount of independence.

Under the existing wheat quota system
and the conditions which have arisen as
a result of the drought, the settlers I have
mentioned will not have even a remote
chance of surviving. These farmers are
40 miles from the railhead and 50 miles
from a bitumen road; and they have to
travel over gravel roads and bush tracks
to reach the bitumen road and the rail-
head. In some instances the nearest
school is 30 miles away, and the mal
arrives once a week. Furthermore, they
do not have the use of the comprehensive
water scheme. I emphasise again that
these are the settlers who went out into
the bush in an effort to better themselves
and so contribute to the economy of
Western Australia. In view of the wheat
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quota system and the drought conditions,
it is up to the State and Federal Govern-
ments to make a grant to assist the
farmers who are in dire need: or to make
available, through the banks, loans free
of interest. The Government should take
steps to send an officer into the districts
affected by the drought to assess the
position, because I know that the farmers
concerned cannot continue under the
present conditions.

I say that today the State faces a crisis.
Farming under present-day conditions
cannot succeed, unless we can improve the
methods of production, and bring them up
to the standard of other countries. I
would point out that '75 per cent. of the
peoples of this world live under a system
of hire purchase and credit. I suggest
that Australia could supply its Asian
neighbours, who are only a few thousand
miles away, with wheat under a scheme
whereby a small deposit is paid initially
and the balance is paid in instalments
over five years. I pose this question: Is
it not better for Australia to feed the
Asian nations with wheat, rather than with
bullets? If we feed them with wheat we
will have them as allies, and not as
enemies. I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

THE HON. G. E. D. BRAND (Lower
North) [5.52 p.m.]: I also support totally
and fully the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply, and I look forward
to a period of great activity in this par-
liament. My colleague (Mr. Berry), who
also represents the Lower North Province.
has brought forward several matters, fore-
most among which is the ever-present
worry of adequate water supplies for the
town of Carnarvon and the Gascoyne
district generally. It has been said that
we make no apologies for constantly bring-
ing this matter before the notice of the
House, and we will continue to do so until
such time as the water supply situation is
stabilised, and a constant supply is
assured.

Today I made inquiries to ascertain
whether the feasibility report on the
damming of the Gascoyne River was
available. I was told it was being exam-
ined by the engineers of the Pubic Works
Department, and that they did not hold
out too much hope for the project in the
near future. At one time I was told that
the expenditure required for the building
of a dam on the Gascoyne River was
$12,000,000, but I think today the cost has
risen to about $21,000,000. The increased
cost is not the only problem; the problem
of salinity is with us constantly.

When heavy rains fall in the upper
reaches of te Gascoyne, naturally
the water flows down to the coast; but
when rain does not fall in great quantity
the water in the lower reaches of the
Gascoyne has a high salt content. I

believe the holding capacity of the Gas-
coyne basin is somewhere in the vicinity
of 12,000,000 gallons, so there is a great
Potential for the construction of a dam.

In the days when Mr. Willesee and Mr.
Wise represented this area, Carnarvon was
more or less a static town; but today
it is growing at a fast rate, due to
developments which are taking place fur-
ther north. We find that many people
are settling in Carnarvon or in other parts
of the Gascoyne district. I do not know
the quantity of water which the people
use, because it appears that the figure of
consumption is ever changing; but I do
know that a large quantity is used for
domestic purposes, for irrigation on the
Plantations, for sewerage, for watering
gardens, and so forth.

In conversation with the Premier re-
cently, after his return from his overseas
tour, I was interested in one remark he
made. I do not know whether he was
referring to the people of Perth or to
Western Australians generally, but he said
that we were the greatest water wasters he
had ever come across. Since the Premier
made that remark, I have taken a look at
the situation myself, and I think that we
do use a great deal of water unnecessarily.

Some time ago I saw a report in The
West Australian headed, "Israelis can
teach us about water." This report contains
much of merit, and indicates there is much
which we in Western Australia can do
to bolster our water supplies. In almost
every section of the province which I rep-
resent, with the exception of Wiluna and
Leonora, there is a water shortage problem.
The best method which we can visualise at
the present stage to supplement the water
supply is by the desalination of salt water.
I have seen a few of the desalination
plants which are used in centres along the
Eyre Highway, and one of the best ex-
amples is the plant used at Eucla. This
plant desalinates a large quantity of water
for use at the hotel, the motel, and in
the district generally. I think the quan-
tity it produces each day is 2,000 gallons.
Unfortunately the water which is desalin-
ated comes from underground lakes, and
the salt content is 10 times as great as
that of sea water.

In the newspaper report which I have
mentioned the following appears:-

Two types of desalination plants
seem to have the best chance of suc-
cess and could be used in some small
country towns in W.A.

They are reverse osmosis, where
brackish water is pumped through a
semi-permeable membrane, and
electrodialysis, which involves passing
an electric current through water.
causing the salt to split into sodium
and chlorine ions which are filtered
away through membranes,
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The Israelis are building a one
million gallon-a-day electrodialysis
Plant and a 44,000-gallon-a-day re-
verse osmosis plant. They claim that
they can produce water by these
methods for about 60~c a 1,000 gallons,
which is quite cheap for plants of this
size.

I am sure everyone will agree that the
cost of 60c to Produce 1,000 gallons of
fresh water is economical.

We hope that a scheme will be worked
out so that the water supply at Car-
narvon will become stabilised. It is
essential that something be done In
this regard, and we look forward to a dam
being constructed in the upper reaches
of the Gascoyne at the Kennedy Range.
Of course the area there does not lend
itself to the establishment of deams and,
as I have said before, the silting up of
the dam could be a great problem.

My colleague has already referred to the
rather unfortunate situation brought
about by the advent of the coaxial cable.
As members are aware, the pastoralists
have always had their telephone system.
This was not always the best, of course.
Sometimes it consisted merely of a wire
along the top of the fence. Nevertheless.
if a pastoralist wanted to ring the house
from the shearing shed, he could do so,
and such calls were free.

However, because of the coaxial cable,
the whole system has to be upgraded and
the Postmaster-General's Department will
not put up with anything that is not of
the very best- It will cost $1,000 a mile to
upgrade the pastoral lines in order that
they might be connected to the coaxial
cable. Members can realise that where a
station is '75 or 80 miles from the cable,
the pastoralist will be involved in quite a
sum of money in order to conform with
the requirements of the Postmaster-
General's Department. Many of the pas-
toralists would not be in a position to meet
this expense.

One pastoralist requested permission to
install a telephone service to be linked
with Port Hedland, but unfortunately the
Postmaster-General's Department does not
think very much of the idea. The follow-
ing is an extract from the department's
letter on the subject:-

At the outset, I would like to ex-
plain that, although several attempt
have been made over the past few
years to investigate the possibility of
establishing a subscribers' radio tele-
phone network to serve the outlying
areas in the North West of W.A., pro-
bably based at Port Hedland, it has
not been possible to obtain sufficient
potential applicants to justify the
considerable expenditure that would
be incurred in providing the base
station and subscribers' equipment.

Therefore, at this point of time, a
radio telephone network does not exist
in this State and as there are no im-
mediate plans to proceed with a pro-
posal of this nature, it is not possible
to acceed to Mr ....... request.

The alternative of providing a single
channel radio-telephone link to an
existing exchange, either Onslow,
Carnarvon or Exmouth has also been
examined, but it is considered that
high frequency equipment would be
unsuitable as a reliable service and
could not be maintained at all times.
On the other hand, a very high fre-
Quency sysem which would Provide a
satisfactory grade of service, is ex-
pected to cost in the vicinity of
.330,000 and as the actual cost of pro-
vision and installation would have to
be borne by the subscriber this method
would, no doubt, be unacceptable.

That letter indicates that the people in
the area do have a problem. The situation
is so bad that those who are able to be
connected to the cable will pay trunk line
rates for those calls I mentioned which are
made from the shearing shed to the home-
stead. That prospzct does not fill those
concerned with glee. In an off season
such as they are experiencing now they
have further problems and they just do
not know what to do. It is to be hoped
that some solution will be found.

Dealing with the area further south,
quite a few of us, and especially those
around the Murchison, have been working
on a project to persuade the Federal
Treasurer to agree to include several Mur-
chison towns in Zone "A" for taxation al-
lowance purposes. The proposition has not,
of course, been accepted as yet, but we are
still hoping. When the allowance idea
was first promulgated, it was designed to
induce People to live in the north, because
at that time there were no amenities, or
"no nothing," we might say. However, we
are all aware of the great change which
has occurred in the north, and we must
agree that many amenities are not avail-
able to the residents in places such as Men-
zies, Wiluna, Leonora, Laverton, Yalgoo,
and so on, and the People in these towns
still face great problems.

The Wiluna Shire covers the biggest
area in the State, and it has its worries.
The only redeeming feature-if it is really
of any benefit-is that it is about the
closest town to the Simpson Desert. How-
ever, it is to be hoped that some day in
the not-too-distant future the Federal
Treasurer wvill see his way clear to in-
clude the towns I mentioned in Zone "A"
for taxation purposes.

It is rather sad to realise that a town
like Meekatharra is only 40 miles south of
the 26th parallel, which is the commencing
line for the Zone "A" taxation allowance.
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The Hon. F. J. S, Wise: Have YOU any
idea why the 26th parallel was originally
selected?

The Hon. G. E. fl. BRANlD: I did know,
but I have forgotten. I would like certain
towns in the north of South Australia in-
cluded for this allowance also. I would
like the present line curved a little to
include the places in South Australia
and so give the people in those towns
the benefit of the taxation allowance.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: What about
South Perth?

The Hon. 0. E. D. BRAND: South Perth
gets too much now!

Sitting suspended from 6.7 to 7.30 p.m.
The Hon. G. E. D. BRAND: It will be

necessary to take up a small amount of
time as I would like to refer to Carnarvon
once more. There are one or two problems
in the area. They might be small prob-
lems as far as outsiders are concerned, but
to the shire and the people of Carnarvon
they are quite important.

We have heard that there might be a
reduction in rates Payable by people who
have mining reserves in various parts of
the electorate. Possibly this might apply
to the whole electorate. The shires depend
a great deal on rates for their income and
the thought of this is quite a blow. They
view the possibility with a certain amount
of alarm. I do not know what action will
take place. of course, the mining com-
panies might look forward to this Privilege,
but undoubtedly it will worry the shiresa
great deal.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I am sorry;I
missed your point. Would you explain?

The Hon. G. E. D. BRAND: The shires
have heard that the rates to be Paid by
mining companies on mining leases will be
drastically reduced.

The Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: My experience to
this time is that the Mines Department has
been very generous to both parties.

The Hon. G,.E. D. BRAND: In any event,
I received a complaint to that effect and,
should it be true, it will not be received
with any pleasure by the shires.

The H-on. A. F. Griffith: What You are
concerned about is that the Shires will lose
some rates which are now Payable on min-
ing tenements?

The Hon. 0. E. D3. BRAND: Yes. As
members know, a housing project is under
way in Morgan Town in Carnarvon. This
is also causing some financial worry. We
are all aware that shires are not profit-
making concerns, but the Shire of Car-
narvon had great plans for spending any
excess money it might have received from
this project on parks and gardens. The
shire had hoped to put to this purpose any
extra money representing the difference
between the sale Price of the blocks of

land and the cost price together with the
amount of money necessary to service the
blocks, However, the Treasury has seen
fit to advise that any profit made out of
the sale of the blocks of land must be
Paid back into the Treasury.

If the shire is to pay any profit into
the Treasury, to make it even I would
suggest that some ex gratia payment be,
made to the shire to compensate for this.
The Carnarvon Shire is fighting hard for
money for its district and any small
donations will certainly be thaiikfully
received.

Members have already heard of the land
problems in the coastal towns of the
Gascoyne portion of the province. It has
been one long struggle, I suppose, ever
since the Americans went to Exmouth and
the township was farmed. The problems
exist now in Carnarvon and Shark Bay
also. For instance, there is a movement
in the fishing industry at Shark Bay at
the moment and we hope a few more
people will be living in the town. Unfor-
tunately there are insufficient houses and,
what is more, we are unable to get any
land thrown open by the lands Depart-
ment which people would purchase to
build their own homes.

The same problem exists at Exmouth.
It is very hard to get the department
concerned to throw land open so that
people who are quite willing to purchase
the land may be able to do so. At the
moment these people are living in caravan
parks, but they are under a constant
threat after three months of having to
move on and perhaps leave the district or
go to another caravan park. I hope the
department will look at this problem and
do its best to throw the land open, which
is what the people want.

Another matter, which Is too big to go
into fully, is the native problem. I have
endeavoured to make a study of this, but
I think it is far too complex for one such
astI

Recently I read a report of a commis-
sion which was set up in 1905. When I
was browsing through that report I found
that the problems which existed then were
very much the same as those which exist
now. Of course, the greatest of all the
problems is drink. The people in the
Murchison-Eyre electorate are not very
happy about the fact that natives are
given drinking rights in certain parts
of the electorate but are not given open
drinking rights in that portion from
Wiluna to Kalgoorlie. The people of
Meekatharra, for instance, describe the
native drinking as a sort of pressure on
the town. On every occasion when people
gather, such as at the races or gymkhanas,
there is the problem of native drinking
followed by the usual fights and riots.

At this point, I must compliment Con-
stable Kent and his offslders for the
diligent way in which they endeavour to
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control natives who have been indulging
in their favourite pastime.

Really, natives are very fine people.
The other day I had the pleasure of listen-
ing to a session on the radio and I heard
that famous personality, Rlf Harris, being
interviewed with respect to this subject.
He had made a trip by caravan right up
through the centre of Australia. Mr.
Harris remarked that he had noticed the
natives have a terrific amount of untapped
ability. This is true, We see young native
children in schools who are very clevet
'with their hands. Also, today, several
members were fortunate enough to visit
the Fremantle Prison-

The Hon. V. J1. Perry: You are fortunate
to be here tonight.

The H-on. G, E. D. BRAND:-and 'we
watched a young native at work. He is
definitely an artist. Probably he goes a
bit berserk and causes trouble when he
has had liquor, It is a great Pity these
people finish up in trouble purely through
drink.

Natives are happy people and one
notices this everywhere one goes. The
children are always pleased to see visitors
to the missions. Certainly they make a
person welcome. They can be trained,
too. However, there is a certain amount
of sadness in the realisation that children
are trained by the missions, reach a cer-
tain age, and then have nowhere to go.
Are we doling enough for them? Where
do they go? They go back to the humpies
in the bush and forget all they have been
taught in their lessons and of hygiene.
What does the future hold for them? It
is very sad.

I am pleased to know that Mr. Harris
has donated a library. He has made
money, it seems, by incorporating items
in his acts on television 'which have
emanated from Ideas he gained when he
saw natives in action. With the money
he has made through incorporating those
ideas he has set up in Darwin a library
for natives, which is quite a noble gesture.

Mr. Harris is also 'worried about the
native situation and asks if 'we are doing
enough for them. On the other hand,
sometimes we find that we want to do
something for the natives but they do not
want to have us around, as it were. A
native asked me at a gymkhana at Sand-
stone to do something for his wife. While
he was talking to mue one of the other
natives came up and said to him. "Come
away; you are no white man." I sup-
pose they are a bit proud about speaking
to us. However, the native to whom I
was speaking said, "Go away; Mr. Brand
is the Government." That was sufficient
for the other chap.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I hope you put
him right about that.

The Non. G. Z. D. BRAND: He seemed
to think I could do anything for him. I

have mentioned this to give an idea of
the way they think. I hope members will
not take me literally, but they have a
different set of values. Certainly they
place no value on money, and most natives
will give anyone anything. They are quite
open-hearted and certainly open-handed.

Mr. Harris observes that they have a
different set of values and says that they
are not interested in personal possessions.
That is reasonable enough, too, I suppose.
Further, he says that social position does
not mean a thing to them. Natives are
prepared to string along and go from pillar
to post.

I know of a happening not long ago.
There 'was no wood at a reserve where a
couple of young fellows were staying.
Consequently they walked 40 miles to the
next reserve, because they knew there was
wood there. They did this rather than
go into the bush and get some. They
preferred to 'walk 40 mile8, because the
white man had Put wood at the nest re-
serve for them.

One finds that if natives have any pos-
sessions or anything one admires, they
'will immediately give it to the person who
admires it. They are very kind-hearted
and are quite normal people. It is only
with the damnation of drink-if I may
put it that way-that they become just
like animals.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise:. It is a great
problem,

The H-on. G. E. D. BRAND: Yes, it is a
great problem. Mr. Harris finished up
his talk by saying, "I wish to God they
would not let them drink." We cannot
step it, of course. They will drink be-
cause it is one of their rights and privi-
leges. It is a pity that one of the white
man's worst enemies is given so freely to
the native.

That is about all I wish to say. It is a
big problem and one which deserves, a
great deal of study. We are not quite
sure whether or not they want us to do
anything for them. I hope one day to be
granted the wisdom to work out a way in
which we can help them and, when that
day comnes, I hope the Government will be
only too pleased to assist.

Finally I wish to mention a problem
connected with doctors in Kalgoorlie and
some other country districts. I saw a
letter in the paper the other day which
hits the nail right on the head. I should like
to read part of this letter. It refers to the
shortage of doctors and suggests how the
problem can be relieved. in part, the
letter reads as follows-

Most medical students are fully
supported financially by their parents,
who contend that, through dedication
to study for so many years. students
earn freedom to choose where they
will gain their future income.
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Would it not be more democratic
to introduce a bond system whereby the
full cost of education and a living
allowance, similar to the teaching
bond, is offered in return for a guaran-
tee to serve a certain number of years
as a G.P. in the country and city?

That is all I have to say.

THE HON. T. 0. PERRY (Lower Cen-
tral) [7.46 p.m.): Before speaking on the
Address-in-Reply, I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate Sir David
Brand who has now served a record term
as Premier of Western Australia. I would
also like to congratulate him on the high
honour conferred upon him by Her
Majesty the Queen in recognition of the
service he has9 given to this State.

At this time members of this Chamber
avail themselves of the opportunity to
speak on many and varied topics. Mr.
Clive Griffiths sometimes mentions high-
density housing; members of the Country
Party speak on agriculture and problems
faced by the farming community; and
members of the Opposition often mention
failings and shortcomings of the Govern-
ment. However, I would like to speak on
the recent report on the Collie coalfield
which was made by Mr. Menzies, the
Deputy Chief Inspector of Coal Mines in
New South Wales, and Mr. Hanrahan,
the Assistant Superintendent of the State
Mines Control Authority in New South
Wales.

Page 1 of the report records appreciation
of the assistance given by the Minister for
Mines and his departmental officers in this
State. I, too, would like personally to
thank the Minister for the assistance he
gave the people Who made these investi-
gations. I think the assistance given to
Mr. Hanrahan and Mr. Menzies enabled
them to compile a much More compre-
hensive and factual report on the coal-
mines.

A member in another place criticised the
report and expressed disappointment be-
cause be felt it told us nothing new. I
am delighted with the report; if it tells
us nothing new, at least it confirms much
of what we have been claiming-especially
those of us who represent the Collie area.

Page 13 of the report states-

'''coal at this stage remains the
cheapest source of heat energy by a
significant margin.,.

There has been much debate as to whether
coal is cheaper than oil and whether we
should use fuel oil in preference to coal:
but this report states categorically that
coal is still the cheapest source of heat
energy in Western Australia.

In the past Ministers have stated that
we have about 30 years of known coal re-
serves in Collie at the present rate of con-

sumption. I would like to read a portion
from page 2 of the report. It is as fol-
lows:-

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS
1. Western No, 2 Colliery is capable

of intensive mechanisation and an
annual output of 1-million tons,

2. The Muja depression can be ex-
tended to produce 2-million tons
of coal by open cut methods.

3. Two areas marked 'A' and 'B3' on
attached Plan No. Cl on present
knowledge each appear capable of
outputs up to 1-million tons per
annumn with reserves sufficient to
warrant large scale mechanisa-
tion. A third area marked 'C'
on Plan C1 has lesser reserves
but could be exploited for more
than thirty years at outputs up to
50o,0ao tons per annum.

So it would appear there are sufficient
coal reserves at Collie to last for the next
half century at a production rate of
5,000,000 tons a year. The coal from the
deep mines has a high carbon content,
and is the type of coal which is sought
by the Japanese companies.

The report mentions the high cost of
transport in Western Australia. I under-
stand that coal is transported in Queens-
land for roughly lc per ton mile. The
cost in Western Australia is around 7c
per ton mile. I have discussed this matter
with the Minister for Railways on several
occasions and he has pointed out to me
that the type of railway wagons used in
Western Australia, combined with the
non-existence of unloading facilities at
Bunbury, slow down the turn-around of
rolling stock, and those factors are the
main cause of the high transport costs in
Western Australia. But if it were possible
to establish a market for a large tonnage
of coal, with modern railway wagons and
modern unloading facilities at Bunbury,
the transport costs should be consider-
ably reduced.

Of course, before big ships can enter the
Port of Bunbury and take large cargoes of
coal to Japan, it will be necessary to deepen
the Bunbury Harbour; and it looks as
though the day is not too far distant when
the harbour will be deepened and large
ships will be able to berth at Bunbury.

One point that concerns me is that it is
the policy of the Government at the pre-
sent time to take less and less deep-mine
coal and more and more open-cut coal.
of course, the reason for this is obvious:
open-cut coal is much cheaper than deep-
mine coal, and the Government must en-
sure that we have cheap power if we are
to attract industries to Western Australia.
But if the Government continues to take
less and less deep-mine coal, then the day
is not far distant when it will not be
economical for the deep mines to operate.
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Those mines are faced with rising costs,
just as many other industries are, and
unless they can offset those rising costs
with increased production then the day
must come when they will have to close
down.

Many Ministers have expressed a desire,
not only publicly in Collie but also to me
personally, to do something for Collie. As
members know, the Shire of Collie lies
within the Wellington watershed and most
of the land-which is good agricultural
land-is restricted with regard to selection.
That is, it cannot be selected for farming
purposes. Much of the forest land
around Collie is reserved for timber.
I think the Government is aware of the
contribution Collie is making in supplying
some of the State's water and timber needs.
As a matter of fact, in a year like this,
when it is very dry along the great south-
ern, we are fortunate to have a dam
like the Wellington reservoir near Collie.
I1 think at the moment this dam is within a
foot of overflowing and, possibly, with
normal spring rains, it will be the only
reservoir in Western Australia this year to
overflow.

Realising the contribution that Collie
has made, I think the Government should
look into the matter of helping the town.
The Minister for Industrial Development
has stated this on many occasions, and I
am quite sure the Minister for Mines is
sympathetic towards Collie.

I suggest to the Government that instead
of trying to attract new industry to Collie,
It should be possible to look after the exist-
ing industry. If the Government will allow
the status quo to remain for the next two
years, and take the same amount of deep-
mine coal from Western Collieries as it is
at present, I believe that with the deepen-
ing of the Bunbury Harbour an export
market can be established in Japan for
Collie coal. This is the type of coal that
the Japanese are seeking. Officials of the
deep-mine companies will be visiting Japan
at the end of this month, or early next
month, and they will seek to negotiate
agreements for Collie coal. However, it is
absolutely essential that the deep-mine
companies be geared to take advantage of
this market. The Minister for Mines would
know more about this than I do, but
I think it is essential that the mines be
developed at least 12 months ahead of pro-
duction.

At the present time, as men retire from
the industry no new men are taken on,
and we are continually taking more open-
cut coal and less deep-mine coal.' As I
have already stated, I know the reason for
this-to obtain the cheapest source of fuel
for the generation of power in Western
Australia.

The H-on. A. V, Griffith: It is my under-
standing that the union wants the period
of the contract to be three Years. You
mentioned two years.

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: The period of
the contracts to be entered into this Year
is to be three years. What I am saying is
that I hope that within two years the Fort
of Bunbury will be deepened; and by that
time, possibly, an export market for deep-
mine coal could be established in Japan.
It is possible that in the future the coal
companies would be happy to supply all
open-cut coal to the Government for use
by the State Electricity Commission, and
to reserve all the deep-mine coal for ex-
port, because this is the coal the Japanese
are seeking.

I am sure there is an earnest desire on
the part of the Minister for Mines to do
something for Collie, and I think the day
is not too far distant when the future of
the town will be assured. As a matter of
fact, Mr. Parker, when visiting Collie
recently, said he was sure that when the
Port of Eunbury was deepened some of
our minerals would be brought to the
Collie coalfield, or else the coal would be
taken to the mineral fields of Western
Australia.

There seems to be a movement amiongst
the members of the Farmers' Union in this
State to form a new breakaway organisa-
tion. I am very opposed to what is hap-
pening. There was a time in the past
when we had the Wheat Growers' Union
and the Primary Producers' Association of
Western Australia, which spoke with dif-
ferent voices. Eventually those two
organisations were amalgamated into the
Farmers' Union, and the majority of those
engaged in agriculture spoke with one
voice.

I feel that if People are dissatisfied with
the Farmers' Union it is probably because
they have sat on the fence and done little
to help themselves. Men like Wally
Noakes, Grant MacDonald, Laurie For-
rester, and others who have led the
Farmers' Union, are men who have devoted
a tremendous amount of time and energy
to the welfare of the farmers of Western
Australia. Section leaders like Ken Mac-
Dougal, Reg Sewell, Henry Kelsall, and
others, are men who hold the confidence
and faith of the farmers. So far as I
can see, nothing will be gained from start-
ing a breakaway movement. it will only
split up the farmers again. The people
concerned have done nothing but criticise,
and I am quite sure that their efforts will
fail.

The Hon. J. Heitman: You will be
pleased to know that at a meeting at Car-
namiab a week ago, only one farmer voted
in favour of the new organisation.

The Hon, T. 0. PERRY: I did not know
that, and I urn very pleased to hear it.
I would like to refer for a moment to the
remarks made by Mr. Garrigan, He said
the Government had done nothing to
warn the wheatgrowers of Western Aus-
tralia that there were likely to be wheat
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restrictions. I am not a wheatgrower, but
recently I attended a meeting at Ferry
Lakes, along with about 3,000 farmers
from all over Western Australia, many of
whom were wheatgrowers.

The Hon. J. J. Garrigati: I-ow recently?
The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: It was last

December. Last year's harvesting was
nearly finished and most of the men stop-
ped harvesting to come to Perry Lakes for
the meeting. The Commonwealth Minister
fur Primary Industry (Mr. Anthony) spoke
to the meeting and warned that there
could be restrictions because the harvest
was about 500,000,000 bushels a year and
the Wheat Board was selling only about
350,000,000 to 360,000,000 bushels a year.

The Hon. J. J. Garrigan: Was that
meeting advertised generally throughout
the farming community in Western Aus-
tralia?

The Honl. T1. 0. PERRY: There were
3,000 farmers present, so it was fairly
widely known. It was advertised in the
Press, over the radio, and on TV; so any-
body who could read and write should
have known about it. It was before last
year's harvest was completed.

The Hon. J. J, Garrigan: It is news to
me.

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: Mr. Anthony
said he did not want to tell the farmers
what to do; he wanted the industry to
come to the Government with its sugges-
tions for the solution of the problem.

The wheatgrowers of Australia, have
approached the Federal Government and
said that some quota system for wheat-
growers in Australia would be the fairest
and best method to employ. The Federal
Government has acted on the advice of
the industry and has legislated accord-
ingly.

Mr. Garrigan also referred to the stor-
age problem and said that the farmers
would possibly have to store their wheat
on their own farms. A director of Co-
operative Bulk Handling has intimated
that he does not anticipate any storage
problems in Western Australia.

The Hon. J. J. Garrigan: This year we
have mother nature looking after that
aspect.

-The Hon., T. 0. PERRY: Apart from
that, it is felt it would be possible to store
wheat in Western Australia. I1 just wanted
to put these matters right.

The Hon. 3. 3. Garrigan: Thank you
for your information.

The H-on. T. 0. PERRY: Last week in
Western Australia there was a conference
dealing with crime prevention and correc-
tion. Normally I would not take much
notice of what is published in the Press.

but last Tuesday, the Minister for Polle
was good enough to arrange a visit to
Karnet and I was very impressed indeed
with the work that is going on there. We
were met by the Comptroller-General of
Prisons in Western Australia (Mr. Colin
Campbell) and his superintendent (Mr.
Jim Driscoll). It is quite amazing to see
the work that is being done at Karnet, One
thing did puzzle mae, however, when we
visited a room in which the inmate had on
his locker photographs of his family and
children, together with a crucifix. I could
not help but wonder whether our society
had let these people down, or whether the
people in question were naturally disposed
to revolt against society. I was not at all
sure of the position and I left Karnet
with the question unanswered,

I was sure, however, that men like Colin
Campbell and Jim Driscoll are doing
everything possible to help the men in
their charge rehabilitate themselves and
re-enter society when they are released.

When Mr. Ross Hutchinson was Chief
Secretary a brochure was published which
was entitled "The Road Back." I am sure
the men I have mentioned are pointing
to the road back and are trying to make
it as smooth as possible for the inmates
of Karnet.

Recently the Orchid Valley Pasture
Improvement Group formed what it called
the Southern District Sheep Research
Council. These people are recognised by
the Department of Agriculture and are
acting in an advisory capacity to the
research station established at Mount
Barker.

Mr. and Mrs. Norm Lewis of Kojonup
have done a tremendous job in forming
the council and they are doing all they
can to assist in any problems associated
with sheep. I refer particularly to the
problem of infertility In sheep in Western
Australia. I would like to refer to a
neighbour of mine at Cordering who has
a wonderful record of lambing on his
property. The day before yesterday he
gave me some figures of lambing percent-
ages from 1965 to 1969. In 1965 he
marked 103 per cent, of his lambs; the
following year, which was his lowest lamb-
ing percentage, he marked 87 per cent.
In 1967 the percentage of lambs marked
was 93 per cent., in 1968 it was 94 per
cent., and in 1969 it was 102 per cent.
There were 704 ewes and, running with
those ewes were '714 lambs.

What puzzles me, however, is that a
farmer who is farming over the fence on
what is identical pasture is getting only
60 to 70 per cent. lambing.

The Hon. S. T. J. Thompson: They do
not go to church often enough.

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: I do not know
whether the man to whom I am -referring
goes to church or not, but I do know he
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is a most honest fellow. I would like the
Minister for Agriculture to send out one
of his field officers to inspect this farm
and to establish why a man on one side
of the fence can, over a period of _live
years, get a Percentage in the high 90s,
and in two instances aver 100 per cent.,
while a farmer on the other side, with
similar soil, pasture, and rainfall, can get
only 60 to '70 per cent.

The Hon. S. T. J. Thompson: These were
Merino sheep?

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: Yes. If an
officer were sent to that property to in-
vestigate the position the information re-
ceived could be of advantage not only to
the department but to farmers generally.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Why worry
about it if the farmer with 60 to 70 per
cent, is quite happy?

The Hon, T. 0. PERRY: It puzzles me
why a man with similar husbandry, pas-
ture, and type of country should get such
wonderful results. I cannot understand
why there should be this tremendous dis-
parity.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: If they are
happy why do you want to buy into it?

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: In Western
Australia we have a tremendous infertility
problem amongst sheep. If the sheep were
running on different types of pasture this
could possibly account for the position: but
here they are running on the same variety
of clover, the Properties have the same
rainfall with the same top dressing, and
yet we have this tremendous discrepancy
in percentagnb,

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I still think it
gets back to the taxation angle.

The I-on. T. 0. PERRY: One can put It
over the taxation officials for a little while
but one cannot do this indefinitely. Does
Mr. Willesee suggest they are selling lambs
on the black market?

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Is It not better
to make a little profit and be satisfied than
to make a high profit and pay tax?

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: I will clarify
the position for the honourable member.
We have a man with similar pasture and
a similar stocking rate getting low percen-
tages as compared with the man to whom
I have referred who happens to be in the
same area and whose figures are outstand-
ing. The matter is difficult to explain,
but if departmental officers were sent down
to investigate I am sure it would be a great
help.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. F. J, S. Wise.

House adjourned at S.9 p.m.

?Lir11utue ?filrxub~g
Wednesday, the 27th August, 1909

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

SUPPLY BILL
Assent

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS (28): ON NOTICE
1. FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY

Acting Manager

Mr, TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Although the Acting Manager,

Fremantle Port Authority, went to
Melbourne in June ostensibly to
have discussions with the Chief
Engineer, Melbourne Harbour
Trust, on roll on/roll off facilities,
was it known to the commissioners
at the time that the acting man-
ager had made arrangements to
be interviewed in Melbourne con-
cerning a position which he was
able to secure?

(2) Following the questions concern-
ing turmoil in the Fremantle Port
Authority and his denial did the
acting manager ask for and re-
ceive reports from certain em-
ployees which more or less con-
firmed that considerable unrest
existed?

(3) Will he call for these reports and
reconsider the answer he gave to
question 20(l) on Thursday, the
7th August last?

(4) Will he make the reports avail-
able for perusal?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No. Any arrangement made was

subsequent to the general mana-
ger's request that the acting
manager visit Melbourne on behalf
of the authority.

(2) The acting manager asked for in-
formation from certain employees
to discover what dissatisfaction
existed. The information given
did not disclose turmoil in man-
agement but indicated that there
was a certain amount of discontent
chiefly regarding lack of com-
munication within the organis-
ation. The commissioners have
already taken action to remedy
this cause of complaint.

(3) and (4) 1 have noted the informa-
tion supplied by certain employees
whith I regard as confidential.


